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n.  BPlcr  SUMMARY  ANO  ANALYSIS 

Observer  sifted  an  object  flying  house  a 

Intervals.  The  object  was  flying  NNW  and  flashing 
a bluiah-idiite. 
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SUBJECT: 


MCIAXA-1  , Mr.  Rodgers 
MCIAXA 

Incident  - Unidentified  Object 


^ JHZ/gjm 
date:Q  27  Marc 


March  195O 


1.  The  following  Information  Is 
of  an  incident  which  occurred  between 
August  or  September  19U9* 


iven  as  another  report 
F.  M.  and  11  P.  M.  In 


2.  Hr Building  ^ > reported 

that  an  unidentified  object  appeared  o/er  his  house  at  Oak  Park 
on  Watervalelt  Avenue  and  appeared  every  11  minutes  and  that  he 
timed  rive  of  these  Intervals.  The  object  appeared  to  be  10®  north 
of  the  elliptic  circle  flying  north,  northwest.  Five  flashes  ocur- 
red  during  the  time  of  passing  over  the  house.  The  color  of  the  ob 
ject  was  bluish  white,  somewhat  of  the  appearance  of  a "lightning 
bug".  The  object  appeared  to  be  quite  high. 

3*  This  report  should  be  filed  with  other  such  reports  being 
held  In  the  Performance  & Characteristics  Branch  for  future  refer- 
ence. yy 


A./r.  HEMSTREET,  JR.  X 
Lt  Colonel,  USAF  ' 

Chief,  Aircraft  & Propulsion 
Technical  Analysis  Division 
Intelligence  Department 
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Th4  To*  Rtcfani;!et 

A remtrVabtf  phenomenon  ohiened  in  Xw  in  the  «iim* 

met  of  1^49  hat  remained  amomr  Hie  most  pn/itimi:  of  the  L*n* 
I^ROWAs.  As  In  the  Chesapeake  Bay  ctls^^  I he  facts  are  not  in  dispute 
The  witness  was  an  astronomer.  CUde  Toinhaiitth.  at  tlwt  liitM  in 
charge  of  the  optical  instmmentytion  of  the  miket*firinit  program 
at  the  White  SarKls  Missile  Riinsr.  He  h«id  tliouvinds  of  twiiirs  of 
experience  In  obscr%ina  the  riiuht  sky  rikI  wlmn  still  a UiKh  nt. 
had  gained  fame  after  months  of  |HitH*iit  searching  of  plmtouraphic 
plates,  by  locating  the  image  of  the*  plam  t riuta  near  tliv  (KoitKin 
long  predicted  for  it  by  (^well  ami  Pickc  nng 

On  the  night  of  Aiigtist  ao  Tomhangh  was  siHinc  with  his  wife 
and  his  molher-in-iaw  in  the  yard  of  his  h»mse  in  La^^nc^tX  " ntili* 
Ing  the  stars.  There  was  no  moon,  and  tlx*  trans|>4rcriey  of  ihe  sky 
was  extraocdinar>\  so  that  m*n  the  stars  of  sistli  macmitmir  mmmIIv 
barely  detectable  by  the  naketl  esc,  wm*  tirarly  visihk*  VIhmiI 
10:4s  p.si.  a gi«ometncalK  space<l  Rroop  <tl  %i\  to  Hahl 
of  light  appeal'd  ainvnt  dirt-clly  rn%TlMMi|.  Of  hm  lomimiMh.  thi  y 
were  VlndowllLc*  in  appearamr  ami  u lhmish  cn^i  in  color  TU* 
Individual  rectangles  were  quite  small.  m»t  wi<k  r tl>aii  fiHir  or  five 
minutes  of  arc>  at>d  eh<*  entire  croup  cmi*rc*d  a span  id  i 

degree  (about  twice  that  of  tht*  full  rmMu»t  tlH*s  movid  noiv* 
lessly  In  a vertical  ctrch*  path  towanl  iIh*  sooth  vMii|i<  M>t  tlx*  in* 
dividual  rectangle's  hec.irm*  foiesIvirtriMsl.  vU*  sp.ui  of  iIh*  ernup 
became  smaller,  tin*  lights  tortH*!!  lirosujisli  uihI  faihil  ftooi  sow 
some  ^ to  40  di'grei'S  alanr  tla*  lairi/oo  TlHn  had  Usn  it»  sight 
for  about  three  SiititHJs  Mis  TomlMOcIi  wlm  tlj«l  ix«t  ms*  Hm*  Iruhts 
until  thc>  hod  lYvisisl  sritTH*  djsl.itKt^  frmn  tlx*  /enilh  olKt  rsMl  tlieiii 
(or  only  altout  soi'fimls  lieforr  ihes  <hv«ppe.irisl  To  In  r ilii  v 
•eemcsl  a diffuu*  gresmuh  glow  inti  rionixsiMiu  a s^Mn  id  cti*ei>ish 
spots  of  light.  lltT  rsi'sight  had  alw.iss  la^*ii  h*ss  Miiti*  fhaii  that 
of  her  husharKl.  and  tian  altrilmird  iIm'  diffi  rnKi*  in  tfxir  (k  Mnp* 
tioni  to  this  diffcYt'tKe  in  \isnm. 

Although  TomluiirgU  had  Inhsi  trx>  st.irtksi  to  crxiM  tlx*  hotuiN  r 
of  rectangles  or  to  note  sonsr  cglx  r featiin  s Im*  wixnlerisl  aUxu  later, 
he  immediatdv  recorded  tin*  fails  of  tlx*  oliw-rs.itxin.  sVei<  Ix'd  lie* 
pattern  of  the  formation,  arxl  noted  his  iin|iri‘snoii  that  ilx*  lights 
hod  been  part  id  a rigxl  stoKtirre.  He  aihksl.  *t  l&asi*  dixx  tlxxu 
sands  of  honri  of  niglit  sky  svatehinc.  Ixit  m-siT  mw  .1  sight  so 
strange  as  thia*  A report  of  this  sjgtiting  wus  f«»rssar<ksl  to  .^^r  Korce 
ofRdab.  who  couki  find  no  nplamlmn  ITO  imilxisMsts  milwui.it- 
ingly  pronounced  tlie  plwnommon  a huge  flsmg  satKs  r-ati  inter* 
pretaHon  that  the  witnc*ss  himscll  nes  ir  moile. 

The  accounts  given  to  the  public  niifi>f1unateU  suffer  frixn  sarious 
distortions  of  fact.  In  its  Cassaix  Ira  dike  warning  of  pmsihle  visitors 
from  other  planets.  Life  Magoaine  inclmk*d  llie  TmuKutgli  sighting 
il  one  of  the  key  cases  and  in  a ten-sentertce  description  nuis.ig<*<i 
to  include  at  least  six  mifstatementi,  some  of  which  atkletl  to  the 
^uncanny*  nature  of  the  incident.  According  to  this  summary  fii] 
the  year  was  194S  (M  was  mm9)»  ihe  time  was  about  11:00  r st. 
(R  was  10:4s  the  bghts  were  traveling  south  to  north  (they 

were  moving  northwest  to  lootheast );  the  object  had  an  oval  shape 
(Tombaugh  did  not  spreify  a shape);  the  lights  exhibited  a glare 
(they  were  of  low  luminosity);  their  speed  was  too  fait  for  a plane, 
too  slow  for  a meteor  ( no  estimate  of  speed  was  given ).  On  a nation- 
wide TV  show  broadcast  in  1^8  the  director  of  NICAP  stated  ipe- 
ciScally  that  Tombaugh  had  obser>*ed  a cigar-shaped  object  with 
lighted  portholes  (11].  An  **artist*s  conception*  of  the  UFO  in  one 
publkatioo  (13)  depicts  a long,  tapered  ship  with  a line  of  lighted 
windows,  wholly  unrelated  10  Tombaugh  s own  sketch,  which  shows 
BO  unifying  structure,  merely  six  small  rectangles  arranged  as  though 
each  cue  wece  at  the  comer  of  a hexagon  (see  Figure  18). 
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FINAL  OALLEY  PROOF 


C^iiey  99-th  E WORLD  OF  FLYING  SAUCERS 


Figure  i9  SearthliKht  nn  itmMh  (iitfvx  «ir 

dufty  ttiiMMpherr,  lih&lil  itme  pUmU  miihiplr  i(»im 

doMd  U\tn  and  fofitfv  r»r  diistv  4lrrMK|>|)rrr.  u f i»ti  Lsf*r  UiimicIi 

clear  almotfdH^e.  rxi  tiM»r  \iwbli*.  Uif  uf»  mMh»l>li*  iImm  iknal  l.iM*r^. 
no  li^ht  cone  visible 

While  kccpmfi  an  op«*n  miml  m tin*  prmilHlitv  «4  itihf p1.it h 'tan 
travel.  TcimiMitiidt  himM'lf  lu%  tM'^er  tin  %|KK«  %hip  »tU  t 

prctalion  lo  nften  aUnhiilt'ti  l<»  hint  mi  print  Iwit  \m\  hkimiIi'm  i1 
varioui  pmMhU*  iiiuxt^  nr  lurtls  ilhiiimMti  d bv  urriMinl 

bghtt.  or  rt*flectM>ns  nl  crmitMl  licht«  auamU  tiM*  UMimUrN  nl  mii 
invmion  layer  in  tin*  air  iH  llw*vv  tin*  iinifMon  ttM*Hr%  v'lnis  iIm* 
molt  prohahk  TIh*  t.i>rv  in  mkIi  a e«iv*  mnvt  Imw  Intm  e^treim  Iv 
thin  or  cttrefmHv  weak,  it  hihiIU  \mw  rliihimsl  the  Wiubt- 

ness  of  tlw  faint  star^  he  nlHiTMiig  in  tlie  <;iir\d|ti \ikr  lt.it 

case,  the  m^UernMin  ret'tanules  Hen*  uiKhMiliNnlK  tlw  \|M*tMl  I'tfint 
of  fome  itnHtnc  cnmlnnati<m  oi  ciruimtIaiK'ei.  nidililv  tn  In*  re* 
pcutitl.  Comiitions  were  hlial  fnr  iIk*  fnnn.itmn  of  mimII  sh.irpiv 
locaiiml  intcYsions.  tin*  weatIuY  wa%  ih^r.  tin*  ilav  ImiI  Ihi  m Ih4 
A small  tctnpiYatiirc  inversion  etittina  at  «i  n*Lli\el\  bns'  ele\.itioM 
and  smoke.  Iiaac.  or  Jmt  ii’ih^'ttMi:  in  a vers  tlnn  U><y  at  a teUtisi  h 
low  altitiHle  were  the  pren*<pii%ite%  that  almost  ivrtuiiiK  esi^tiil 
Some  unknmsn  caiHC^in  thi*  viemity  of  ait  airriHil  tU  re  an*  mans 
poiiibilitk*s— cotiUI  have  prodnecci  a ripple  in  the*  thin  lui/e  lav«  r 
This  rippk.  tippina  tlic  hue  layer  at  a slight  anch*  itxtlil  Imsi* 
reflected  (he  lighted  window's  of  a hotisc.  as  the  ripple  progre  tMti 
in  1 wavelike  motion  ahme  tlie  byiY.  tlw  n'flection  wiMikt  kite 
moved  at  did  the  rectangles  <4  light.  Conditions  of  rtiraUnm  at 
the  interface  would  have  reflected  tlie  wave  upward. 

Tombaugh  has  recently  snmmariml  his  convictions  on  x\w  i*ntirc 
UFO  phenomena  as  well  as  on  his  ow  n sighting: 

"From  my  own  studies  of  the  solar  svstem  I cannot  entertain 
any  serious  possibility  for  intcHiuent  life  on  the  otlwr  |damHt.  not 
even  for  Mors  (the  pUnct  to  which  I have  devoted  consickYuhle 
observation  and  study  over  the  past  thirty-five  years).  The  logistic's 
of  visitations  from  planets  revolving  around  the  nearer  stars  is  stag- 
gering. In  consideration  of  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  yean  in  the 
geologic  time  scale  when  such  visitations  may  possibly  have  oc> 
curred,  (he  odds  of  a single  visit  in  a given  century  or  millennium 
are  overwhelmingly  against  such  an  event. 

*A  much  more  Ukely  source  of  espUinaiion  is  some  natural  optical 
phenomenon  in  our  own  atmosphere.  1(i  my  1949  sighting  the  faint* 
neu  of  the  obfect.  together  with  the  manner  of  fading  in  intensity 
as  it  traveled  away  from  zenith  towards  the  southeastern  horizon, 
is  quite  suggestive  of  a reficction  from  an  optical  boundary  or  surface 
of  slight  contrast  in  refractive  index,  as  in  an  inversion  layer. 

*1  have  never  seen  anvihing  Uke  it  before  or  smee.  and  1 have 
q;>ent  a lot  of  time  where  the  night  sky  could  be  seen  well.  This 
suggests  that  the  phenomenon  involves  a comparatively  rare  set 
of  conditions  or  circumstaiKCs  to  produce  it,  but  oothiog  Uke  the 
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0BSEK7EB 


Grand  RapldSt  Mlahigan  (NO  CAPDS) 
^orrlllet  Tannasaa* 

Aloxandrla*  Lousiana 
Labae*  California 


(PHOTOS) 


Astro  (ME'QSOR) 

aircraft 

Astro  (MLTBOR) 

1.  BALLOON 

2«  Other  (MISXNTSRFfS. 


Military 


Military 

Pilot 


Bast  of  Rsdo«  Narada  (Mountain  Hods 

A7B,  Idaho) 

Clark  ASB«  Philippines 
Coosa  Bay,  Labrador 
Boston,  Nav  York  (NO  CAi^) 

Vest  Paris*  >laiaa  (NO  CAROS) 

Lubbock,  Texas  (NO  CARDS) 

Sarannab,  Georgia  (NO  CAROS) 

Scottsbluff,  Nabraska  (NO  CARDS) 

Scottsbluff,  Nebraska  (NO  CARDS) 

1U.45  • 120«22B  (Japan)  (NO  CARDS) 

32.03N  • 106,30V  (Las  Cruses,  New  Mexico  Military 

(NO  CARDS) 

Griffis  AJB,  Bcaa  New  York  (NO  CARDS)  Military 


Military 


Hooksett,  Nav  Naapshira  (NO  CARDS) 
Vinchaxxdoa,  I’Cass*  (NO  CARDS) 
Lexington,  Nebraska  (NO  CARDS) 

Enid,  Oklahoma  (NO  CARDS) 
maboldt,  Nsbraska  (NO  CARDS) 
a5,07N  - 138,32s  (Japan)  (NO  CARDS) 
Camp  Holabird,  i-laryland  (NO  CARDS) 
Honolulu,  Hawaii  (NO  CAROS) 


Military 


Military 

Military 

Military 
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Other  (CONTRAILS) 
Aatro  (METEOiS) 

Probable  AIRCRAFT 
Probable  Other  (DUOS) 
I^babls  AIRCRAFT 
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Of  AOMIN. 
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^ti  «NIHCT0I 


NNUC  IfUriONt 


MOOC  ADV0CAI1 


Vr*  ^ 

lli70  L'niveralty  Terrac# 
Aim  fr\oT,  Vlchi^an 

Daar  rir: 


vJbvi 


(T-1) 


Hdceipt  of  your  letter,  Hated  11  Jamiai'y  1950,  is 
ackncmledged* 


MTiuiaiNct  :m) 

T3^*7«A 
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wmY 


(1-4) 


You  nay  be  assured  the  information  you  prorlded 
will  bo  given  propor  consideration. 

Tour  action  In  writing  this  Cormand  is  appreclat  >d 

Xoura  truly, 


3 ui  F 


BRUWfy-  r^irrirt 

Colonel,  UfAF 

Chief,  Tech  Analysis  nivialon 
Intelligence  Department 
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Dear  Sir, 

'71th  regard  to  your  letter  of 
like  to  slve  rn  account  of  two  stran^^^e 


► » 
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19 


5u.f9. 


nc 
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The  first  occurred  in  1944,  r 
Information  on  it  already.  It  wrs  in  t-' 
stunner,  I v;as  in  the  ermy  at  Canp  2recki 
at  least  fifty  of  us  soldiers  observed 
a diri-^ible  shaped  v/in.'xless  aircraft,  r-jllvery  and  netr 
(rocket  shaped)  flying  north  at  hl{rh  spdad(  about 
It  was  noon.  The  Chicago  Tribune  carrle 
week  about  reports  of  the  craft.  It  seemed  to  have  come  from 
the  direction  of  Tennesoee,  thru  Tentuclcy,  Illinois  and  v/as 
last  seen  headin':  out  over  Lcl:e  !.:ichi::an. 


i-TN 


The  other  was  this  sunner  Sert,  1.  10  p#m,  on  U.3.  16 
10  miles  west  of  t!:e  to  the  iouth.  I :•  v;ife 

end  I sighted  momentarily  in  the  s’-y  a a^idden  fl^sh  of  liyht 
and  a red  and  green  cone  of  flames  shooting  acres?  the  s!:y. 
There  ere  no  airports,  searchlights,  rnd  there  vrere  no  planes 
in  the  vicinity.  The  tra,il  of  flame  seemed  to  be  from  far  out 
in  space,  end  originated  nea.r  the  moon  v/hlch  was  high  in  the 
sky  at  this  time. 

I have  heard  many  reports  of  saucers  rnd  green  cones 
of  flame  as  seen  by  many  of  my*  friends,  who  vrere  very  serious 
and  reliable  in  their  reports. 

Two  v^eeks  ago  the  report  came  ever  the  radio  that 
a craft  of  the  type  I mention  in  my  first  paragraph  had  been 
seen  flying  across  Alaska  at  speeds  faster  than  credited  to 
any  of  our  planes.  This  nev/s  never  got  any  further. 


I am  glad  to 
investigation  of  these 


be  of  service  v/henever  possible  in 
phenomena  which  have  intrigued  me. 


the 
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Sincere 
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